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KEN BURKE, CLERK OF COURT AND COMPTROLLER PINELLAS COUNTY, FL BY DEPUTY CLERK:
CLK101097

IN THE CIRCUIT CGURT OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FDR PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA

CFFFICE 0F THE ATTORNEY GENERAL,
DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFAIRS

Plaintiff,

v. Case Na. 2024-CA—0023‘2 1 ~C1

THE DIRECTED BENEFITS
FOUNDATIQN, INC”
LEO JOSEPH GQVGNI, IRA;

KAREN FISHER, ELIZABETH SAUER,
BQSTQN FINANCE GROUP: LLC,

iBe-fendants.

/

QDNSENTFINAL JUDGMENT AND STIPULATEI)
PERMANENT INJUNCTION AGAINST DEFENDANT KAREN. FISHER

Plaintiff, the Flofida OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFAIRS (“Office of the Attorney General”), anti

Deffindant Karen Fisher (also referred to as “Suégment Party”) have agreecl t0 and

cansent to entry afthis Censent Final Judgment and Stipulated Permanent Injunction

(“"Fi‘nal Judgmant”) and the: findings set :fnrth below. This Court, having reviewed the

{Ileana} necessary papers and pleadings, (ices hereby FIND, ORDER and ADIUDGE:

I, Final Judgment is hereby entered in favor of‘the Office Of‘Ihe Attomay General,

Office of the Attorney General: State of Florida, Department 0f Legal Affairs, PL—OI

The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida, and against Karen Fisher.
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L- FINDINGS

A. PARTIES

2. The Office 0f the Attomey General is an enforcing authority under the Florida;

Anti—Fencing Act, section 8] 2.035(5), Florifia Statutes (Theft); the Flurida Deceptive

and Unfair- ‘Trada PractiCes Act, section 501.207, Flnrida Statutes (“LFDUIPA”), and.

the Florida Not for Pmfit Corporation Act, sectiuns 617.0304(c), 61734300), and

6172003, Florida Statutes.

3. Defendant Karen Fisher is an individual with a mailing adciress of301 west Plait

Street, A7285, Tampa, Florida 33606: is not-in the. military and is ntherwisesuijmis.

B. JURISDICTION

4. The Judgment'Party agrees that this Calm has subject matter jurisdiction over

this matter, personal jurisdictitm aver the Judgment Party», and continuing jurisdictien

over this matter and “the: Judgment Party.

C. BACKGROUND

5. The Office of the Attorney General initiated an investigatian into allegations

that the Deftandants in this action engaged in acts 0f theft; acts 0r practices that were

unfair} deceptive, and/or uncanscionable in the marketing and performance af services

in aciministaring special needs trusts; and acts involving a not~f0r«profit corporatian

that were ultra vireg, impmper, for purposes incensistent wifl’z thesis stated in its articles

mt" incerporatien m“ charter, criminal, 0r that an ufficer 0r director 0f a corpamtion has
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participated in a sale or transaction that is affected. by a conflict of‘interest or from

which he or she derived an improper personal benefit, either directly Or indirectly.

6. On May 28, 2024, the Qffice of the Attorney General filed a Complaint in this

act'ien for legal and equitable reiiefunder the Norma Anti-Fencin‘g Act, tha Flm'ida

.De*ceptive and Unfair Trade Practices Act, and the Flatida Nat. for Pmfit‘Cmrporation

Act.

3", During the reiavam time period, namely from at least June 20223 thmugh, the

filing 9f the- Compiain't {“Reievant Time Period”), Defendant The Directed Benefits

qundafian, Inc. marketed, advertised, sold, and purported to provide sawices t0

consumera in Florida and throughout the United States as an administratcr ef special

naeds trusts.

8. In June 2023, Defendant Karen. Fisher was, at. the direction of Len Joseph

Govoni, Jr‘, appflinted to be director and Secretary of The Directed Benefits

Foundatinn, Inc. (“foundation“) until she resigned iii May 2024. Karen Fisher did not;

seek the position, and she describes her rule in the Foundatiun in the attached Affidavig

executed under penalty ofperjury, and the representatiunsare specifically incorporated

harem.

9. The: administratinn of special needs trusts is complicated. Karen Fisher did not

have the background 0r qualificmion‘s necessary t0 have been placed in such a position

as a Vice Presidant or as a board member of‘s-uch an organization.
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10. Defendant Karen Fisher has coaperat‘ed with the Ofiice 0f the Attomey General

throughout its investigation.

1.1. Defendant’s executien {1f this Judgment fines not constitute an admission of

liability as; the Office. 0f‘the Attnmey General and Karen Fisher wish t0 settie and

resxfive this acti‘en 33 to Karen Fisher. Defendant Karen Fisher stipulates t0 the entry

13f this Judgment and does- s-o, with no admission of iiabil‘ity or admission as to the

allegatiuns nfthe Complaint

12. Defendant Karen Fisher, at. all material times, solicited “consumers” within the

definitions of sectian 501 203(7), Florida Stanltes.

13. Defendant, at ail material times, engaged in “trade 0r commerce” and provided

goods 0r services as definad within section 50:1..203C8), Florida Statutes.

l4. The Qffice {1f the Attamey GeneraiPs investigation is ongoing. Tim Qffice of

the Attumey General alieges that consumers in the State 0f Florida were injured by

Defendants’ unfair: and deceptive practices, and further alleges that consumers suffered

a total consumer harm of-at least Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000.00).

.15. This Final Judgment is the result of a government agency actinn 0n behaif 0f

injured purchasers nf‘Defendants’ trust administration scheme involving The Directed

Benefits Fnundation Inc. a‘ndshall serve as the basis to recover any surety bond, letter

0f“ cretiit, certificate of deposit, 0r other- form of security.
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16. Dafendant Karen Fisher admits the facts necessary to establish this Court’s

jurisdiction ever the Judgmmt Party and the subject matter 0f this action pursuant to

the provisions 0f the FDUTPA, and that venue is proper in this Court. For the same

purpese, Defendant Karen Fisher admits and: stipuiates that a1} trust beneficiaries 0f

The Directed Benefits Foundation, Inc... are injured purchasers of Defendants’ trust

administratian services.

'11. LEGAL CONCLUSIONSIFINI‘JINGS 0F LAW

i7, The purpose afthe FDUTPA is to “protect the consuming public and legitimate-

busine-ss enterprises from those who engage in unfair methods {sf competitiun, or

uncenscionabfe, deceptive, m- unfair acts or; practices in- the coaduct of any trade 0r

commerce,” § 50-1 202(2), Fla. Stat.

18. Sectinn 5‘61 203(3), Florida Statutes establishes that a violatian 0f the .FfiUTPA

may be based ‘upen any 0f the foflowing: (a) any rules promulgated pursuant t0 the

Federal Trade Commission Act; (b) the standards of unfairness and deception-set forth

and interpreted by the Federal Trade Commission or- the federal mum; or (c) any law,

statute, rule, regulation, 0r ordinance which prescribes unfair methods af cem‘petition,

Dr unfair, deceptivs, or unconscizenable acts or prac_tices..

1‘9. Pursuant‘to sectiun 50}. .2073 Florida Statutes, the Office fifthe Attorney General

.is authorized t0 bring: (:21) an action to obtain a declaratmy judgment that an act Gr

practice vioiates Part Ii 0f Chapter 501; and (b) an action t0 enjoin any person Who has
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vioiamd, is violating, or is otherwise likely 1:0 Violate; Part II 0f Chapter 50].

Permanent injunctive reiiefis appropriate when “the defendant’s past 60nduct indicates

that there is a reasonable likelihood 0f further vielatiuns in the fixture.” FTC v. Lafmd‘e,

545‘ Fed. App’x. 825, 8741 (I 1th Cir. 2013.). To that end, “reasonable restrictions upon

the future activities of any defendant ”to impede her 0r him fiom engaging in 0r

establishing thesame type 0f endeavor” are permitted by the FDUTPA §~ 501 207(3),

Fla. Stat. Prohibiting business activities is constitutional when the limitation is

rationally related to the State’s objective cf preventing deceptiva practices. Fraternal

Order afPalice v. Dept Qf Stare, 392 Sim 2d 1296, 1302 (Fla. 1980.). As such, a

permanent injunction is appmpri‘ate. Pursuant to section 60.085 Florida Statutes, the

Office of the Attflmey General is not required t0 post a bond 10, obtain ‘pennanent

injunctive relief under section 5‘01 .2907, Florida Statutes.

20. The FDUTPA authorizes equitable relief to consumers who have been harmed

by deceptive trade practices. § 501.207(3.), Fla. Stat. A11 consumers who paid money

in respense to a deceptive tmda practice are entitled t0 their mama}! back, and there is

no need for an individualized inquiry into how each consumer reacted to the practice.

FTC 1?. Wilcox, 926 F. Supp. 109] 9 1 105 (SI). Fla. 1995‘); FTCF. Peapfe ’s Credit First,

No. 8:03~CV—2‘353~T, 2005 WI. 3468588, at *7 (MI). Fla. Dec. 18,. 2005), cgfi'cfl Z44

’F. App’x. 942 (1 1th Cir. 2007).
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‘2
1 . Further, “‘[ajmong the equitable powers Ufa court is the power to grant restitution

and disgorgementf’ FTC v. Gem Merck. Com, 87 F36 466, 4fi9~70 (I‘lth Cir. 1996).

Disgorgement and restitutien are measured by a defendant’s unjust enrichment.. FTC.

v; Lalonde, 545 Fed. App’x. 825, 8'41 (.1 3th Cir. 2913). Restitution for consumer injury

.ii‘s calculated by determining the defendant’s, net revenues: Le. gross receipts minus

refuncisg. See id;

11L ORDER

A. DEFINITIONS

2.2. “Financial Institution“ means any bank, savings and loan institution, credit

uniong 0r any financial depositary 0f any kind? including any brokerage house, trustee,

broker—deaier, escrowagen‘t, title company, commodity trading compafly, 0r preciuus-

metal éeaien

B. INJUNCTXVE TERMS-

23. Among the equitable powers 0f a court is. the power to grant restitution.

24-. This: Court hereby pennanently ENEOENS Defendant. Karen Fisher, and any

person 0r entity acting 0n her behalf, as well as those persons in active concert or

pafiiuipatian with them who recaive actual notice of this Final Judgmant, directly 01'

indirectly, fram:

a. Establishing, owning, uperatin‘ga mntroiling, or managing any corpcsration,

limited liability company, 0r any other entity that engages. in the business; of providing
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trust administration services, including any professional services. for special needs

trusts; and,

b. Marketing,- ‘advertising, selling, providing accepting payment far, mndering,

engaging in, assisting with, or otherwise: providing trust administration selfless,

including any professional services far Special needs trusts.

c. Prior to initiating any proceedings regarding any alleged violation herein, the

Office 0fth‘e Afifimey Genera}, Will, give the Defendant notice ofthe potential Violation

and Defendant shall have 30 days t0 respond and may provide information about any

steps taken to adciregs the patential violation, unless the Offica {)ftheAttomey Ganeral

dete‘nnines that immediate action is necessary.

C. CIVIL PENALTIES

25‘ Final Judgment is hereby- antered against Dafendant Karen Fisher fer civii

penalties pursuant to sections 501.2075 and SULEOTI’, Fiorida Statutes, in the amount

0f Ten thausand doflars ($ 10,000.00) (“Penaity Amount”).

2‘6. Defendant Karen Fisher agrees that the Penalty Amman: is nut subject to

discharge underflze Bankruptcy Code pursuant t0 .11 USE. § 523(a)(7). Defendant

Karen Fisher filrtheragrees not to object to 0r otherwise dispute any claim forman—

dis-chargeabii‘ity 0f the Penalty Amount in any voiuntary or involuntary bankruptcy

pra‘ceeding‘s. in any bankruptcy proceeding relating t0 the non-dischargeability offline.

Penalty Amount: Defendant Karen Fisher stipulates that the .‘a‘liegations of the
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Comp‘iaint and the findings- of this- Court may be» taken as true and correct without.

further proof.

2'7. Further; Defendant Karel} Fisher agree» that the facts alleged in the Campl‘aint-

establish all eiements necessary t0 find that the Penaity Ameum is not subject t0

discharge pursuant t0 Section 523(a)(2)(A) of the Bankruptcy Code», and this Final

Judgment will have coliateral estoppel effect for such purpases.

I). flTDLRNEY’S FEES AND com
28. Each party is responsibla for its awn attorneys’ fees and costs to date.

E. TOTAL JUDGMENT

29-. Final Judgment is hereby entered against DefendantiKarm Fisher for the: Penaity

Amount is Ten ThflusandDoHars (Slflfiflflflfl) (“Full Judgment Amount”).

F. SUSPENSION OF JUDGMENT PROVISIONS

30. Fha Full Judgment Ammmt sh all be: suspended (“Suspended Amount”) and shall

remain suspended. cunfingent upnn Defendant Karen. Fishefs full cmnpli‘ance With the

requiremants, injunctions, and conditinns of this Final Judgment.

31. The suspensiOn is additiunally contingent upon Defendant Karen Fisher’s full

and timely compliance with the Defendant Karen Fisher’s: agreement t0 cooperate With

the Office 13f the Attume-y General in connec-‘tinn With this action m“ any subsequent

investigation.
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32. The ()ffice 0f the Attorney General’s agreement t0 this Final Judgment and

suspension of the Suspended Amcunt is expressiy premised 12pm the truthfulness,

accuracy, and cumpleteness of'Karen Fisher’s affidavit, attached to this Final Judgment;

and signed under penalty of perjuw. This swwn affidavit and representations of

Defendant Karen Fisher include materials} infomlation upon which the Office of the.

Attorney General reiied in negotiating and agreeing to this Final Judgment and

suspensian.

33. If the Office 0f the Atturney General has reason ta believe that any Defendant

Karen Fisher has failed to comply with this Final Judgment, or made any other material

m_ifistatememior mission in. any representation tn the Office cf the Atmmey General,

the Qffice 0f the Attorney Genera} may fiie an appropriate motion with the Court. to

reinstate the Full Eudgment Amount and seek additional awards that include monetary

rei‘ie‘f far injured Consumers of the. Dirscted Benefits Foundation, Ina, including

damages and equitable refief such as restituticn anddisgorgement.

34. If the Court finds that Defendant Karen Fisher fai-Eeci t0 comply with any 0f the

material previsifln‘s ofthis Final Judgment, arthat Defendant Karen Fisher made any

other misstatemem or emission in any representatian t0 the OFFICE of the Attorney

General, then. the Calm Shall deem Befendant Karen Fisher non—compliant, lift

suspansion of the Suspended Amannt, and reinstate the Full Judgment Ammunt against

Defendant Karen Fisher less any anwunts paid, pins interest camputed fmm the date
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of entry 9f this Final Judgment at. the rate prescribed under section 55.0.3, Florida

Statutas as amended, and any furthar relief the Conrt awards, which shall became

immediately due and, payable by Defendant Karen Fisher. Should the Full judgment

Amount be reinstated, payments made by any other defendant or surety in this case

shall. be credited towards the Full Judgment Amount.

35. If Defendant Karen Fisher files bankruptcy within 91 days afler making any

payment pursuantto this Final Judgment, Defendant Karen Fisher shall remain iiabie

forthe» full_unpaid balance of‘the: Full Judgment Amount. That amount may be asserted

by the Office- of the Attomay Genera} in any subsequent praceeding t0 anforce this

Final Judgment, whether through executim, garnishment, 0r other legal proceedings,

0r through a proof of ciaim in any bankmptcy proceeding filed by Defendant Karen

Fisher.

IV. COMPLIANCE

36. Defendant Karen Fishar shah preserve and retain, any relevant business and

financial records relating t0 the acts and practices at issue in this Final Judgment and

other inibnnation reasonably sufficiant 1:0 establish compliance With the provisions of

this Final Judgment fur five (S) years from the: Effective Date and shall provide

reasonable access t0 such documents and information ‘to- the Office 0f “the Attemey

General upon request, including access ta any office, wal'ehetxse, retail locatitm, or

facility storing documents 0f Defendant Karen Fisher. In pmviding such access,
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Defendant Karen Fisher shall permit representatives 0f the Office of the Attorney

Genera! m inspect and copy all dm:uments relevant to any mafiar cmtained in this Final

Judgmant, and t0 interview 0r depose her concerning matters relating to compliance-

with'the terms ofthis. Final Judgment. Nothing. in this Final Judgmsnt limits the Effica-

Qf the Attomey Generalgs {awful use of its C‘ompuisary process, pursuant t0 sectinn

501.205, Florida Statutes, to obtain any docmnentary, material, tangible fixings,-

tes-timany, or infurmafiun reieVant to unfair 0r deceptive acts or practices (Within the

meaning 0f sections 501,203—501,204, F‘lm‘ida Statutes), 0,1" other means available

under Florifia ,iaw.

3?. Far a pariod 0ftwo (2) years fmm the; Effective Bate, Defendant; Karen Fisher

shafl. natify the Office of the Attorney General at least thirty (3:6) days prim“ to creating,

operatingor exercising any control over any businessentity or organization in Florida,

whether newly formed 0r ‘previousiy inactive, including any partnership, limited

partnershipdoim venture, sole proprietorship, company, cmporatiun 01' unincorporated

entity. Said notificatinn shall include a written statement disclogin‘g: (1) the name,

address and telephone numbar 9f tha- business entity; (‘2) the names of the business

entity’s officers, directors, principals, managers, and empioyees; and (3) a detailed

descriptian 0f the business entity’s intended activities.
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V. MODIFICATION OF ASSET FREEZE

:38. The freeze 011 Settling Defendant Karen Fisher‘s asSets pursuant to tha

Temporary Injunctinn dated May 30, 2024, is harebyi mndified. Upon the Effective

Date, the asset freeze is dissolved as m the Defendant Karen Fisher. A Financial

'Ins‘tsimtian shall b3 entitled t0 1'er upnn a kttar from Plaintiff that the freeze: on

Defendant Karen Fisher’s assets has been lified. Defendant Karen Fisher is: t0 be

rammed as a signamry from ail accnunts 0f The Directed Benefits Foundation, Inc.

VI. COOPERATION

39, Defendant Karen Fisher must fully and timely cooperate with representatives 5f

Plaintiff in this case and in comedian withthis: action 0r any subsequent investigation.

4G. Defendant Karen Fisher must provide truthfizl and complete infomation,

evidences, and testimony, and must agpear far interviews, discovery, hearings, trials,

and any other pr‘oce‘eciings that an Office of the Attorney General representativa may

reasonably mquest at such places and times: that the representative may designate,

without the service of a subpoena.

VII. FUTURE VIOLAKTIGNS’

41. 1)an the express agreement 0f the Judgment Party, any failure t0 comply with

the terms- and conditions of this Final Judgment is primafacie evidence of a FDUTPA

Violation anti wili Subject {Defendant Karen Fisher to any and ail additional civii

pan‘alties and sanctions authorized by law, including attorney’s fees and casts incurred
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in enforcing this Final Judgment. Any sanction provided by this Final Judgment does

n01 preclude: tht: Office. fifths Attorney General from. pursuing any omerraction, relief,

or sanction available t0 the Office of the Attorney General far any act which,

indapendent ufthi’s Finai Judgment, wauid cmstitute a violation of‘the Iawsof Florida.

42. Shouldthis Finai judgment bemodified, it shall remain in full force and effect

in 311 other respects unless otherwise ordered by the Cami.

V11}. GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIQNS

43. 31f any term 0f this Final Judgment is 1:0 any extent unenforceable, invalid or

illegal, such term shall he excluded to‘ the extent ofsuch invalidity or unenfnrceabiiity;

all ether te-nn‘s hereof shall remain in full force and effect; and to the eXtent permitted

and possible, the. invalid 0r unenfmceabietenn she'd} be da_emedreplaced by a term that

is valid and enfOrceable and that comes ciosest- to expressing the intention cf such

invalid 0r unenforceabls term.

44g This Final Judgment shall be. gavemed by laws 0f the State of FIor-ida.

45. This dncument is signad in. anticipation of the Final Judgment being submitted

to the Court for approval: withuut necessity 0f hearing, which is WAIVED by the

Judgment Party.

46. Acceptance ofthis Final Judgment by the Office 3f the Attomey Gteneral shall

be established by the signature 0f the Office of the Attnmey Ganeral 0r her designee.

Page 14 01‘21



PINELLAS COUNTY FL OFF. REC. BK 22864 PG 380

4’2? It is furthar agreed that facsimile copies of signatures and, notary seais may be

acetapted as uriginal for the purposes of establishing the axistence 0f this Fina}

Judgment, and this Fina} Judgment may be executed in counterparts, the compilatian

0f whichshall constitute {ha full and final agreement.

4-8. Naming herein relieves Defendant Karen Fisher of her continuing duty to

camply with applicable laws mfthe State aniorida nm‘constitutes autharizafion by the

Office 0f the Attorney Genera} for Deféndam Karen Fisher to engage in acts and

practices prohibited by such laws.

49. Defendant Karen Fisher expressly acknewlfidges-that she had the opportunity to

obtain the advice and counsel 0f an indiapendent afterney ‘of their changing to aSSist in

the negotiation ami pmparatian of “this Final judgment. Defendant Karen Fisher

represents that she has read this Final Judgment, is aware 0f its terms, and has

voluntarily agreed‘to and signed this Final Judgment. Further, Defendant Karen Fisher

acknowledges that t0 the extent she has waived any rights or defsnses by enn'y into this

Final Judgment, such waiver was macie voluntarily and with fill} knowiedge 0f the

ramifications of such waiver.

5'0. Naming herein shall be construed a5 a waiver or release 0f any private rights,

causes of action 0r remedies of any person against any defenciant with. respect to the

acts and practices covered by this Final Judgment;
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S ’1. Nothing herein shall be construed t0 limit or bar any ether go’vermnental entity,

or any mixer unit of the Office 0f the: Attorney General’s office, fi-‘nm pursuing Omar

available remedies against Defendants for vimlatian mtf‘laws other than the FDUTPA.

52. Nothing harem constitutes approval by the Office: of the Attorney General of

Defendant Karen, Fisher‘s past or future practices. Defendant Karen Fisher shall nut

make any representation t0 the contrary regarding this Final Judgment. Deféndant

Karen Fisher shall not use the name of‘the’ Office ofthe Attorney General or- any Ufi‘ts

current 0r fermer employeeg or representatives, in connection with the sale ofproducts

orservices, 0r a3 an endorsement or approval OfDafendanta’ acts, practices, m' business

conduct.

53. Nothing herein shall be intarpreted to prevent the Office ofthe Attarney General

from taking enforcement action to address Defendant Karen Fisher’ s- canduct- accurring

afier the entry of‘this Final Judgment that the Office of the Attnmey Genera} believes

m be in violation of‘the law. The fact that such conduct was not expressly prohibited

by the terms {sf this Final Judgment shall not be a defense t0 any such enforcement

action.

5.4. Defendant Karen Fisher shall release and farever discharge the Gffice of the!

Atmmey General (including any 0f its past, present or future administrators,

empluyees, officers, attomays, agents, representative‘s, officials acting in their official

capacities, agencies, fiepartmentsn commissians, and divisiuns) fmm any and 2111
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m_annemf civil claims, demands: actions, suits and causes ofac-tion, damages wheneVer

incurred} liabilities 0f any nature whatsaever, whather known 0r unknavm, accrued or

unaccmed, legal, equitable or statutmy, arising out afar in any way related to, in whole

or in part, the subject matter of the Iitigati'an ofthis lawsuit,

55‘. Dafendant Karen Fisher waives all rights to appeal 0r eflierwisa challenge 0r

contest the validity ofthiis Final Judgment.

56. The Office 0f the Attomey Generaland Karen Fishsr intend this Cansent Fina}

Judgment to be a final and complete resolution csf all dismiss that were brought, or

could have been brought, in this action. Nething contained herein may be takenas Dr

deemed m be an admission or concession by Defendant of (i) any violation 0f law}

regulation or ‘Grdinance; (ii) any fault, liability, m“ wrongdoing; (iii) the strength 0r

weakness 0fany claim or defense 0r allegation made in this. action, in. any other action,

0r in any other past, present Br future proceeding reiating 1:0 this action; 0r (iv) any

ether matter 0f fact or lam

1X. EFFECTIVE DATE

57. The effective date cf this Final Judgment is the date u‘pan which the Final

Judgment is entered by the Court.

Xi RETENTION 0F JURISDICTIGN

58. This Court shall retain jurisdiction aver this- .matte‘r for a1} purposes, including to

enforce the terms 0f this Final Judgment and t0 enter any further orders as may be
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necessary to ensure compliance with this Final Jufigmem, which may resuit in

contempt, civil andfor criminal proceedingsi

M
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STIPULATED AND AGREED:
For Karen Fisher:

“is“

Agreed m and signed this f

~; day of \mgm , 2024, by the below—statfid

persun who states and affirms as fallows:

BY MY SIGNATURE, I hereby affirm that my signature binds. me personally and

individually t0 the Imus and conditions of this Consent Fina} Judgment and Stipulated

Permanent, Iniunctien.

«’4 (aNM
Wé’rehxfiéher

S’: ATE 0F FLORLQA
COUNTY 0F

"BEFORE ME, an officer duly authorized t0 take acknowledgements in the State of
F’laridai personafiy appeare-d Karen Fisher who acknewledged before m_e that she

executed the foregoing instrument for the purpesas therein stated, 0n this Widay 0f

, 2024

Sworn “m mi affirmed and signed befere me on this E"?
____;__day 0f L3

''''''

3»
: ,3 ,

202’,4 F

NOTARY PUBLIC...“ STATE OF
FLORIDA
(Print Type 0r Stamp Commlssmned
Name Qthotary Pubiic)

:

fm‘firi mean» 9093a

gfi mmamzasssr '

":eo w firmware 202g

Personally kmwn nr Produced identification \

Type ofiden’tificafiofl produced:
ivy
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FOR THE OFFICE 0F THE ATTGRNETY GENERAL, STATE OF FLQRIDA,
DEPARTMENT 0F LEGAL AFFAIRS

Accepted this 17th day 0f Ju'y
,2024.

:3
y

N WW3
av f“ “W «w

Nicholas J Weiihammer
,Fiorida Bar Number 479322
Associate Deputy Attorney General for Enforcement
Robert Scott Palmer

Special Caunsel

Florida Bar Namher 2203 5'3

The Capitol, PL-Ol

Tallahassee, Florida 32399~1056
thne: (850) 4 143300
Nichoias.Weilhaxmn‘erQQmyfloridalegal.com

Scottl’aimergzmyfloritialegaLcom

COUNSEL FQR PLAINTIFF
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ORDERED AND ADJUDG‘ED in chambers in Pinellas County, Florida this W day
of , 2024.

t: é? 1*: gums}: gammmm
8-Cin;w>: .Ewfigfi- Elgrz'uirzig N sswz-zm

24-002321 -C| 7/1 7/2024 11:29:20 AM
The Hon. Cynthia Newtun
Circuit iudge

CQNFORMED COPIES TO:
'fiaintiff, Office of the Attorney General,

State of‘FImida, Department of Legal Affairs,

Nicholas J! Weilhammer
Assaciate Deputy Attorney Genera! far Enforcement

The Capitol, PLHBI

Tallahassee, Finfida 32399— 10.50

COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFF

Karen Fisher

30,1 West Plait Street, A728
Tampa, Florida 33606
DEFENDANT

All Dthar counsel of record
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IN THE CIRCUIT CGURT 0F THE SIXTH JUflICIKxL CIRCUIT
IN. AND FQR PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA

OFFiCE OP THE ATTQRNEY GENERAL,
DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFAIRS

?Iaintijff,

v. Case No. 2034*CA-002321‘wcl

THE DIRECITI‘ED BENE F‘I’I‘S

FOUNDATION, INC“
LEO JOSEPH GOVQNL IF“;-

KAREN FISHER, ELIZABETH SABER,
BOSTON FINANCE GRQUP, LLCV,

Dafendanis.

1‘

AFFIDAVIT
DEFENQANT KAREN FISHER '

1,, Karen Fisher,..hereby deciare:

I. Imavcd to Florida in May 2022.

2. I initially started working for Leo JoSeph Govani‘, Ir. (“Leo Gm'oni”) as an Executive
Assistant with Bostnn Hoiding Company, ILLC in j‘une 2022. Although I worked for

Bostan ‘Ha‘iding Company! LLC, I was paid by Global Litigation Consultants (“GLC”).
me the day I siarted at Boston Holding Cnrnpany, LLC t0 ihcprcsent, Idid not and still

d0 moi understand what “this company does, nor do I understand how this company earned

revenues. Leo Govoni akwaystalc‘t me that he created Boston Holding Company, LLC and

it was his business.

3. During my emplgyment at 305mm I‘Iofding Campany, LLC, I Started hearing about The
Directed Benefits Foundation, Inc (“DEF”) that was transitioning aver to Special Needs
Trust from a professional athlete- f’oundafion. I spoke with Leo Govoni abaut an
oppormnity to Seam more 31mm this Organization.

4. Iwas hired as a Business. Development employee for DEF in April 3,023. To my surprise,

I was pramOted to Vice President and made- a board maniberlSecwtary 0f IDBF in June
20-23 after the tenninationfmsignation of Shelly K. Leo Govoni and Jonathan ‘G..!. general

counsel ibr Leo Govoni, in‘formed me m“ this promotion. I believed at the time that I was
appointed m these posititms because 0fmy work ethic and because of the good job I did at

Boston Holding Company, LLC, but. I now believe I was placed in this position t0 be

blamed for the wrongdoing of DBF and be hetd responsibie far the checks and ather

documents “that. I Signed at “Eha instruction 0f Leo Govoni and other employees under his

control.

5’ I left Boston H‘olding‘Campany, LLC, because. I, believed at {he time that I wnuld Work less

with. Lea Govoni, but that understanding turned Gut. to be incmresct. Even with starting. a

new position With DEF Leo Govoni would stfll demand I conzplete {asks for him as the
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10.

I].

12.

13.

14.

15,

Executive Assistant I had 3 emails set up depending {m what cnmpany I needed-to respond

t0 0n behalf of Lee Govoni.

During my Emplnymem with Basmn Holding Compamg ?LLC and DEF, there was a huge
fear 0f tarminatiinn from all employees. Th2 tmover Bf employees was greater- than I had

ever seen in any company 11‘ warked for in the past, Len Govern” (iid net approve of

employees speaking 10 each ether during, 0r aficr business hours.

Prior t0 working f0: DEF? I had no experience, training 0r cducaticm with respect to special

ncevis trusts 0r running a nm-fbr-profit entity. I received a regular salary wurking at DEF,
which was 1hr: same as when] worked at Boston Hmlding Company, LLC. Apart. from a

one time $1,000 bonus I received in February 2024, I never received any other

compensation (3f any kind apart {ram my salary. Also, while working for Begum Haldmg
Campany‘, ILLS and DEF, I, Never received a raise.

While working at DEF, Leo Govoni contrnlied 311 operations UffiBF includifig directing

and overseeing: the transfer-ofmonics from DEF anti its beneficiaryaccnunts. {terminated

my empicyment on May 3 1 3 2024 in light 0f the filing 0f this lawsuit.

While working at IDBK I signed checks on behalf 0f DBF. at the: direction of the

boukkeaper emplayees who ware under the 20:11:01 of L120 Govani because I trusted their

directian, In fact, {113.9% bookkeeper employees told me whefl they as'keci me to sign DEF
checks made (mt 10. Basicm Financeflraup, that the cheaks were aufiqcrized b}! Lea Govoni‘

I signed other decumems on behalf ofDEF at the direction of Les andfor other empioyees
under his cantml. I trusted that 1h: documents ware. correct;

Leo Govnni attended a Federal Court Hearing. in Richmond, Virginia as a representative.

fer DEF in 2023 for a miner’s trust.

Leo Govoni represented himself as the owner and feunder of DEF toxa beneficiary and his

family on several uccasiens. He later demanded that I State to the family he was not

involved with DEF. E later found out that Leo Govoni convinced the family t0 start a

Qualified Income: Trust that was held ai‘The Center for Special} Needs Trust. The Quaiifikad.

I‘ncmm‘e Trust was supposed to be funded by the hammer who received the Social Sficufit‘y

Disability check. The beneficiary and hi5 family decided to sat up a Special Neetis Trust

with ,DBF‘ under directian of L60 Govoni, They ware under the impréssien Leo Gomni
would ht: personally involved in assisting the beneficiary with his needs and wants; I now
heiieve- that Lea Savant Dniy wanted this trust due to the large value 0f the funds that

wouid be daposited into the DEF mist bank account;

l was provided a wpy Gf'the Civil Investigative Racketeering Subpeena issued by the

Office 01f the Attorney Genera}! dared March! I, 2024 {f‘AHomey General’sSubpflflna") in

the cOurse of-my employmeni for DBF.
I assisted with cOilecting responsive documents for the Afiomey Gcneral’s Subgoena,

31mg with legal Counsel retained by DEF. Other employeas under the central of Leo
G'ovoni assisted in co'iiecting responsive records.

During the callec-tion ‘of ,reSponsive documents for the Attorney G&neml’s Subpnena, fur

the first time I was provided a capy of the “balance. sheet” that covered all the trust

baneficiaries of DEF. The balance sheet was Created by the accounting department at

Austin Colby.

I understand {hat counsel fer DEF provided 11m: “balance Shem" t0 the Office. of ihc

Attorney Genera} and included ail hank accounts of‘DBF. I. did not 300k at it carefully at

the tima it was produced, but the. statement bciow appears to be a cap}? of it
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‘ Directed Benefits Foundation, inc.
Balance Sheet
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1. 6 3 n0 ionger have access to account numbers 0r bank acwunt statements? ofDBF The Office:

of the Attorney General has represented this following screenshot as a rcpresentation of a

predecessor to the (3016 Beneficiaries Trust Account, an, interestnbearing, money market.

trust acceunt x1390 at Ameritan Mumenmm Bank. I did n01 question: its accuracy as I

trusted the bookkeeper at Austin Colby and it was pruduced in compliance with the

Attorney Geineral’s Subpoena.
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1’7. This accflunt was tbiiowed by the creation ,flf an interest-bearing, money markat mist
accn'unt x3130 at Bank DZK. The Office 0f {he Attorney Genera! has represented ihr:

fallowing screenshot as a representation 0f account x3 130 at Bank 022K, and I have no
basis tie questian its accuracyhut I did not review the bank statements carcthfliy prior t0

producing them in compliance with the Attorney General‘s- Subpoena?

ea”:

* BankozK'

r
. _ _

’ '
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HuwnER cw! man's; 1‘24 Tm”, s'MTEMmT Pittman: 3‘0

13. As far as I am awareg the x1390 and x3130 acceunts Were-no ionger'active at the time of

my resignationbutthe banking history afimst account x1 390, and later boih the accounts

xi 390 and x3 i3 0, 21nd finaiiy the 50:16 Beneficiaries“ Trust Account; represent the bankihg

history o'ft'he beneficiaries“ trust accounts.

1S}. These hank accounts 0f DEF appear to incluée the initial deposits that funded the-

Foundation Tms‘ls.

30. The balance sheetsiofDBF provided to‘the Office oft theAttomey Ganeral ware created by
the bmkkeepcrs at Austin Colby m represent the account balances that‘were assets en hand.

31 During the COIILctinn ofresponsive documents for- the Atmmey General s Subpoena. {was
provided a copy 0f the bank account statements 0f DB} E‘his was the first lime I was
provided, a copy of‘any hank Statements 0f DBF,

22.. Wh‘iie I had signamry authority on $113.56 hank accounts of DEE {was not provided with

bank. statements in a manner that wnuid indicate {flatware was any wmngdoing em my part

of DEF. The: first time I received, a capy' of this hank account statements was for the-

pm-duction of dacument‘s to the Atwmey General’is Subpoena.
‘23? I. WM sickened when I saw the responsive documents OFDBF t0 the Attorney General’s

Subpoana.

24. After helping with the coii‘ecticm 0f responsive fiocuments t0 the Aitomey General’g

Subpoenm including the: balance sheet: provided m the Gfficaz of the Atmmay General,

which is kept as an accounting record of DBF, I name t0 micierstand that the balance sheet

provided was inaccuram.

.25. I came t0 uncicrsiand that the balances listed as assets fbr trust benefiCiaries in the trust

account of the 6016' Beneficiaries’ Trust, Account, axe n01: there and insufficient to cover

existing liabilitias.
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3i

. I learned that the trust account of zhc 6016 Beneficiaries’ Trust Account has paroled, and
individual trust monks cemmingle‘d. I was not involved with setting up the bank accounts

far DEF.
.1 resigned as a board member of DBF on May 28,-, 2024, prior to my knowiedge of the

compiain‘t filed in this action. 'I’o' my knowledge, when I resigned there were only two
buard membfirs Iefii-on the hoard ofDBF.

.- In addition to resigning. as” a hoard member ofDB'F, I. rcsignad as- an employee cf DEF on
May 31, 2024, in disgust upon, rcaéing the complaint filed in this action.

. The administration of'special needs trusts ‘is complicatcfi. I am a single mother'without the

backgmund 0r qualifications necessary to have been placed in such, a. positicm as a Vice
Fresiden‘i 0r as a beam member Of such an Organization.

. {now have an understanding that I was. set up by Leo G-ovoni t0 make it appfiar that a‘third

person ‘iike me oveisaw DEF. This is untrue because. Leo Govoni was in charge 0f DEF,
and n0 action 0f DB? wok place withnui his. knowledge.

. As noted above, I came t0 Ieamthat-I was one 0f three board mambers ofDBF.
. DEF never had a board meeting While I was a baard member.
.0113 of the three hoard members 0f DEF was David Schroeder. I do not recafl ever

communicating with David Schroeder. It. is my_- understanding that David Schroeder is a
neighbor ofLeo Govuni.

L

._ I have seen corporate recorfls “that have my signature that state I was appointed a Vice

President and Was granted authority in January 2023. These corparare records axe false-

because I did n0: work at Tha Directed. Benefits Foundatian, Inc. in January 20231

. Multipie companies of Leo Go-voni are operated {ram a numeric address shared by a

brewery, which arcphysicaliy located in a building to thesouth ef‘the brewery m1 megama-
parcel.
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36. DEF rented a shared office space in Tampa, Flnrida, Hillsborough County shortly aflm’ the

bankruptcy filing 'by The Center :farSpcciaI Needs, Trust Adminiimatien, Inc. The rental

ofa shared officespacc was became Lea. Govoni wanted it to appear that-them was distance

in operations between DEF from the other operations-that tan out ofthat. same Cleamatcr
location. DEF still Operated taut 0f the Cleam'ater iiocatim and unity received mail at the

Tampa address.
'

3?. The wcbsite-of DEF became inoperable as I was mid it’did ram pay its bills fer the cost 05f

ihe-website.

38. While I Was ampioyad at DEF, the Board did not central DEF. From what I chserved it

was only controlled by Leo Gm'oni. Leo Govoni tried t0 make it appear he had distanced

himself from {he operatians of DEF.
39. Far example, Leo Govoni dictated conmmnieat’ions that IE had to make 0n behalfofiDBF;
410v Leo Gomni dictated communications that I had t0 make on hehali‘afDBF Ihat he was not

invokved 0r in charge 0f; but these cemmunicaticns Were false "because Leo Govoni Wag:

inveivsd and in charge. I complied out 0f fear of losing my jab.

41. L130 Gomni dictated communications that I had to make to legal represantatives of
beneficiaries of DBF who had raised concerns after The Center for Special Needs Trust

Administration, Inc. filed for bankruptcy, t0 reassura them that their past clients- and DBF’S
current beneficiaries trust monies Were safe. I Eater learned that the statement. Leo Govani
instructed was incorrect,

42. Leo Govani knew ofthe Atmm‘ey General’s Subpoena but 101d me that he did net want to

have any knewIedge of this Niamey General’s investigation, even. though there were.

mustant mectings‘where Leo Govoni would instmct DEF on how m respand.

43. Leo Govm‘ri instructed and demanded employees to not put things in writing. Lea Gm'oni
woukd criticize me if I and other employees put things in miting. As an example, I was;

mid n0 emailing questions 0r concerns 0r text- messageswith questions‘mgarding the trust

or business operations to any» other empioyee 0r Leo anmi. {now believe Leo Govnni’s
tack. 9f written cammzmication Was m- evad’e detectia‘a Ufhis actimns.

44. Len Gnvoni expressed concern ifI had a cell phone in his presence because he believed he
might bemcarded and would frequcnfly ask me to haw: comersations With him where we
Iefi our phones outside. of aur- presence. Several timfis he would request 2 wouid leave my
cell phone- in my office and he won‘id place his cell phone and smali handgun on a file

cabinet, he would rake me outside on the balcony m have a conversatiun regarding DEF,
45. Elizabci‘h Sane: (“Beth Sauer”) was a longtime associate and-close, friend of Leo Govoni.

I was mid by Beth Bauer that her chiidren were 0n the payroll and receiVed heaith insurance

benefits from GLC, although they d0 not work at GLC‘ Leo Gmroni’s aompanies covered

the cast of Beth Sauerand her cffildmnis personal needs and wants. For example, Beth

Sauerk credit cards and. weekiy hause clawing are paid by Leo Gmoni’s; sompanies.

46.. Beth Samar signed very feW-checks for DEF. I new- believa this was intentional (m her part

to hicle kiability and responsibility far the actions nf DEF.
~47. Vicki D. was an em‘pioycc for GLC but perfumed responsibilities fer DB F. She worked

with John Staunton, Esq, and The Center fm- Special Needs Ti‘rus‘t Administration, Inc.

48. Karyn M. was an empluyee for GLC but peribnned responsibiiifics for DBF for a: few
months and was a former ampioyee 9f John Staunmn, Esq,

49‘. Kevin Oimstead Was a Vice President for GLC‘, I am not aWa-re 0f any authority he had at

DB F,
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50. Boston Asset Management, Inc; (“8AM“) is anather company controlled by Lee Govoni .

It is my understanding that BAM is owmed by- Leo Gavonifi Beth Sane: and Brett Walmth
(“Brett Walrafld”).

5}. 8AM received munies fmmThg Directed Beflfifits FUundatiom Inca, including a check that.

I was instructed m sign for $19,168.?! in April 2024, during the Artemis}? General’s

investigatian. Iwas instructed that these manies were to account far- ‘BA‘M’S inability to

withdraw account fess from Fidelity. 8AM is the “7m&ney management" company for

DEF, Although I did 11m see where the services benefited the benaficiafies. Brett Walrath

instructed 1he'bookkeeper to issuet‘he shack. I Eater teamed HAM access m Fidelity was
terminated by Fidelity due {o the bankruptcy ofThe Centers for Spacia] Needs Trust I was
pmvider} a copy of the agreament bgi‘ween DEF and BAM far the production cf (incurnents

in reaponsc 10. the Attorney General’s Subpoena. This was the first time I was provided a

mpy 6f the agreement. I believe the agreement was signed by Kevin Olmstead.

52. I have come to learn that Trust monies 0f all baneficiaries invested with Fidelity

Inveslmems were. ail invested Iflfl‘k’: in “Fidelity Government Cash Reserves”, alaw risk:

10w return: fzmd. Brett wouid set up the accnunts ‘m Fideliiy and I ram unaWare 0f any
furmer-dutiea 13AM did for DEF,

53, AS a resuit ofFidelity terminationufBAM’s access, Leo Govami and Beth Samar attempttéd

10- transfiarirust accounts nfDB’F t0 Charles Scfhwab SD thatBAM; Beth Samar andfor Lea
Govoni muld continue to receive- revenm: streams and access: monias.

54. I him: came i0 learn that 0n the balance sheet provided t0 the Atmrncy General, many
funds cf DEF weredepositcd in the 6016 Beneficiaries’ Trust Account, a. non-interestw

bearing. checking account. I have come t0 'undzzrstand thatithese monks were not invested

and am missingfiaken.

SS. I ieamed that IJFBF did not differentiate its treatment Gf‘individual m pooledtrusts“ monies:

{he}? wereall treated thi: same and all gmuped and held togetheri This incIudes depositing

trust monies in the 6016 Beneficiaries’“ Trust Account. I came {a Ieam the 6016
Beneficiaries” Trust AcCount wag used. ta pay far diatributims foraii beneficiaries,

56. I believed and was told by Leo Gomni and. ather enxpiayees undar his central that the-

munies in the 6016 Beneficiaries" Trust Account were properly accounted for,

57.1 was ingtmcted by Leo (30mm t0 clomunicate t0 trust baneficiaries 0f The Dii‘rectcd

Benefits Foundation, Inc. that their mane}! was. safe and invested. Based m1 my recent

review of the balance sheet and bank account statements, I now understand this is t0 be

incm-Tect.

58. In fact, I have come to team that the 601.6 Beneficiaxies’ Trust Account dacs not. have

emugh moms}! m cover its liabilities.

59. DBF mad the accounting software called QuickBo-oks. I was newer given access to

'Quickbaaks.

60. The: acceuniiing records were created and maintained by Austin Colby (20.3 wfu'ch was in

the same building as DEF. My contacts at Austin Culby Co. Were Miki R and Paula Se

Both Mild P. and Paula S. rcsignedflom Austin Colby C0. shortly before the “filing Ofthis

lawsuit.

61 ,- Ausfin C0113}; Ce. was contrafled by Leo Govoni.

62. I have coma to iearn,_Austin Colby {m behalf 0f DEF did not keep accurate hanks and.

accmmt records and financial statements based upon my review ofihc. balance; sheet and

accaunt statements.
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£3.

64‘,

65.

66.

67.

‘68.

69.

70.

7 1.

72.

Several empiayees that work for companies controlled by Leo Gavan} ware net mid in a

iimaiy fashicm.

Some trust beneficiaries of-{JB'F rece‘ivec’i anannual accounting. I never prepared an annual

accounting, as they were prepared by Juhn ‘Witack 0r employees of Fiduciary Tax 6-:

Accounting Services LLC. for DBF t0 sign. BaSPJd on my r‘eviewof’the annualacwuntings
and bank statements, I now believe these annual accounfings m, be incurrem, including with

respecrto amounts that are. supposed t0 be in the: 601 6 B‘eneficiarie‘s’ ”rust Accduht. At the

time of my signature .on the annual accaunting, I believed the annual accounting to be

mmsct. as it came from an accOuniant’s ofiim. I now understand that this was incorrect,

It is my undfirstanding Fiduciary Tax 8c Accounting Services LLC‘S manager is. American
Tax Professionais LLC which is ownad and managed b};- Leo (30mm,
John Whack worked for Fiduciary Tax £1 Accounting Services LLC when I worked for

DEF. I d0 n01 recall ever meeting John Witeck. I cams t0 learn that John Whack was an

empmyet: of Austin C0113}; due 10‘ the ioss of business ofhis accounting firm. Leo Gim'fini

stated how he met wiifi John Wiieck t0 neg’uiiate Jahn’s salary but he was unsure what role

John wmflci take at. Austin Coiby.

The accounting dcpariment at Austin Colby Co. would prepare am} pmvide balance sheets-

m me showing individual balances of trusts when requested by beneficiaries 0r their legal

represmtafives of DB F. I did not see or review a balance sheet. showing; ail aacnums of ail

beneficiarias for DEF until I callectcd responsive records for the Attomey Generai’s

Subpoena. Based m1 my review of‘th‘ese rebordsg I unflersiiand the baiance shseis t0 be
incurrect.

{never drafted a single check to be signed by DEF.
Austin Colby Co. drafted checks for signature. i signed many checks for DBF at the

direction 0f Austin. Colby Co. andfm Leo Gavoni.

Ireceived inquiries 31 DBF from tmstbeneficiaries and their .iegai reprESentat‘ives-afier Th:
Cemer fer Special Needs Trust Administratinn, Inc. filed fur bankruptcy, Lee Govoni
refused t0 pmv’iidt: account balances offifll 6 BBMficiMiEs’ Tmst, Account because he mid
me DB»? had m) obligatinn t0 produce them account balances.

I was never told about tbs purpose or business aspect 0f Bastian Finance Group, LLC.
While working at DBF I was asked by the bookkeepers to sign checks made out to Bmston

Finance Group, LLC, and ii. did so. I um. told the checks: to Bostcm Finance ware far “loans”

and Leo Govoni told me when I asked about them a cauple 0f times that'there was naming.

t0 be cancemed 3330111; I was, never pmvided. a copy effing: loan documents between Boston

Finance Group, LLC and DEF. I did net appreciate 0r understand the “amount of monies
received by 303mm Finance Group, LLC until {read the Complaint in this matter, which

totaled all the monies received by Boston Finance Group, LLC‘ I d0 not have an
explanation far why Boston Finance Group, LLC‘I‘eceived these monies beyond what I

have been told; While I assisted with CUI‘Iccting document's for the Attorney Gencml's

Subpoena,- I'was mldhy Leo Gomn‘i and Jonathan» G. that DEF did not have any 103113. I

assumed that the Bestcn Finance Group: LLC “loans” were repaid. I came t0 understand

that this was: inc‘urre‘ct.

I had no input into haw trust monies 0f DEF were invested Or what company D’BF would
11,3610 manage the investments.
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73. I wastold by LEO Govon‘i to giveaassuranccs to trust benfificiaries 13f DEF that their'money

was secure, inciuding menies from the 601 6. Beneficiaries’ Trust Account. I now
undcrs’La-nd these: assurances t0 be incorrect.

74 I do not recognize an apparent cash withdrawal of$125 GOG 0G on Febmajy IO 2023, from
this x3 I 30 trust account, 21nd I did not work at DEF during that time

?5 Irecognize the April ’33 2023, cash withdrawal of $108 438 93 by me fro-m-therxfilm tmst

account. This: transaction was a Iegitimatfl transaction 0n behalf 0f a beneficiary for the

down payment 0n a huuse, and T1 did not profit in any way from this transaction.

‘76. I wag unawan: of the wire transfers that occurred from DEF to Bastian Finance Group,
LL‘C. E tame t0 learn about these wire transfers during my assistance in obtaining

docmnmis far the Attorney General’s Subpflena
7? Some heneficiafies ofDBF requrzsted m have their trusts transferred from DBF I was told

by Leo Gavan} that trust beneficiaries ofDBF had t0 obtain an attorney before DEF would
transfer a trust Dr appoint a successor trustee

?3. DB}? was working with an attorney 10 transfer the trusts to The: beneficiary’s designated

smzzccssm trustee.

79. DB}? is underseven: financial stress based upon my review ofthe balance sheet and. account

statements that were praéuced ta the Attorney General in camp’iiance to the Subpoena
80. I 110W realizes based upfln my experiencs and recent review of‘the balance Sheet and accmmt

statements “that DEF and Leo Gmuni have conducted hnsimass, afféc‘tred by a co‘nfiict of

interest and in a, way that- pmvided an improper persona} benefit to Leo Gevoni.

SI .- The. trust beneficiafies of DEF require pratemi‘on from Leo. Joseph Govem’ 3L, Beth Saue-r

and The Directed Benefits Foundation Inc.

‘82-. The Officc 0f tht: Attemey Generai has my a_aoperati-on with respect t0 The Directed

Benefits Foundation, Inc. and other companies reiating to Leo Govoni.

Under penalties af perjury, I deciare that I have read the faregoing Affidavit and that the facts

stated in i1 arse true.

Datad: ”1 W \ 3» v \yflxu [KW
Eran I ishfiJ

STATE 0F FLORIDA
_

COUNTY 0F HILLSBORQUGH

Sworn t0 or‘afiirmed and signeti be‘fbre me on this Xi day 0f 1:3 m ,_
2024 by

KAREN FISHER! whn is pcrscmaliy known to me or who has pmduccd}
?:i V {Xximw i mWW as identification and whm did take an oath.

jg“:

NOTARY PUBLIC s rA'fE OF FLORIDA
(?rint‘: Type or Slain}; Commissianed Name of

Nanny Public) =~


